
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Message from the President: 
Tom Cooper 

A Series of Assumptions regarding City in Focus: 
 
#1 The Christian CIA 
 
Over the years people have expressed different opinions on 
what exactly the ministry of City in Focus does.  I overheard one 
of my kids say to a friend when they were in high school that his 
Dad worked for the Christian CIA.  I think what he meant by that 
is that he knew in general what I did ï but due to confidentiality 
issues, I seldom, if ever, mentioned names. 
 
While I appreciate the intrigue and mystery associated with the 
CIA in the eyes of young teenagers ï its parallels with City in 
Focus are obviously limited. CIF is often behind the scenes 
encouraging events and individuals in the city. We intentionally 
try to stay in the back and not get credit upfront.  We do a 
variety of things. The width of CIF is seldom known or 
understood. (Although now with an updated Web site, we are 
able to tell our story much easier.) 
 
We donôt intend to be a mystery ï but we have learned over the 
years it is much better to stay quiet, let others get the credit and 
remember that the goal is to help others or get a job done. Yet, 
the work of CIF is more apparent as we have grown. There is a 
marvelous network of people, organizations and churches that 
labour in the city and province.  Often, all we do is connect the 
dots. 
 
 
 
 
 

Tom Cooper 
   President of City In Focus 
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th
 Annual Wallet Open Golf Tournament 

Winners of the tournament representing the Greater Vancouver 

Food Bank Society 

 

More than Gold  

Volunteers giving out free hot chocolate and coffee at Vancouver 

Transit Stations and engaging in spiritual conversations 
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Featured Associate:  

Bruce Rushton 

Not many people consistently deal with the depressing 

aspects of life ï tragic deaths, marital problems and 

substance abuse. However, Bruce Rushton is the 

Emergency Response Chaplain to the Vancouver Fire 

and Rescue Services Department; White Rock Fire 

and Rescue; New Westminster Police; and the Urban 

Search and Rescue Team. He is on call for many 

other Lower Mainland fire departments and has made 

some of his closest friends while ministering to fire 

fighters and those in emergency situations.  

This former pastor is a familiar, and at times, the most 
comforting face to many of the Lower Mainland 
firefighters.  He stated, ñMy passion is to serve God by 
serving emergency responders. Chaplains touch 
people from all walks of life. They represent Christ in 
unusual circumstances ...and minister to people who 
are often beyond reach of the traditional church.ò 
 
ñI am a chaplain because God has given me a caring 
heart for those men and women in my charge.  He has 
given me a sense of wanting to be with them. I want to 
be with them not just because I care, but also because 
I respect them.  Care and respect come easy when I 
think of the men and women who run to the kind of 
trouble most of us cannot imagineò  
 

ñMY PASSION IS TO SERVE GOD 

BY SERVING EMERGENCY 

RESPONDERS.ò 
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Å Asian Ministries--Bill Wong 
Å BC Student Forum--Joycelin Ng 
Å Brent Dolfo 
Å Campusfire --Jason Ballard 
Å Care At Work--Catherine Hoy 
Å Emergency Response Chaplaincy--Bruce Rushton 

Å Fellowship of Christian Athletes--Jack OôHalloran 
Å Metro Vancouver Youth and Young Adult Network--Darian Kovacs 
Å Paradigm Ministries--David Collins 
Å The City Gate Leadership Forum--Jonathan Bird 
Å Urban Coalition--Al McKay 
 
 

 

Bruce Rushton with Fire Fighters of  

Fire Hall No. 3 (Mount Pleasant).  

 
 

An Associate Ministry Staff of City in Focus is someone who 
works independently doing ministry work, but shares in the 
philosophy of ministry and has the opportunity to share in 
fellowship, synergy and opportunities to reach Vancouver 
and the Lower Mainland. 

Associates 

City in Focus hopes that in partnering we will be better able 
to support one another. In ways which lead to the advancing 
and fulfillment of all common and intersecting aspects of 
each othersô mission and purpose. 

 

Partners 

Å A Rocha 
Å Alpha in the Workplace 
Å Burnaby Counseling Group 
Å Canadian Christian Business  
and Professionals Association 
Å Christian Info Society 
Å Food for the Hungry  
Å Incarnation Ministries 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Å International Justice Mission 
Å Leadership Impact Group   
Å My People International   
Å Navigators 
Å Opportunity International 
Å REED  
Å Signal Hill 
Å Stop Child Executions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 

 

BRITANNIA BOYS BASKETBALL 

 

 

  
Samaritan Fund sponsors high 
school basketball team to AA 

Championships 

City in Focusô Samaritan Fund is a snapshot of some 

of the many qualitative goals we have. CIF, through 

our relationships and development with other 

organizations around the city, is able to successfully 

unite passions across different sectors. This year, one 

individual, attending a bible study that had developed 

out of CIF, had felt a call for giving to our schools in 

Vancouver.  

 

At this time, City in Focus had the opportunity to 

expand our relationship with local inner city high 

schools. Through these meetings we helped incubate 

the idea of the School Partners Program. This program 

within the Samaritan Fund allowed people to come 

alongside a specific school to help fill the needs that 

often are not met by larger grants and foundation 

support. 

 

The Britannia Senior Boys Basketball team made it to 

the AA Championships, but did not have the financial 

means to travel to the tournament itself. All members 

of the team were able to participate in the 

championship game held in Kamloops because of the 

generosity of this partnership and other donors. CIF 

was able to ñconnect the dotsò to help live out our 

mandate of unity, love, justice and mercy in the city. 

We are delighted with the opportunity to be a part of 

this experience. The students went on to win the AA 

championships. 

 

Congratulations Britannia High School on the win!  
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Britannia Senior Boys Basketball Team wins the AA 

Championships in Kamloops 

 
 

Winter Olympics 2010 

In collaboration with More Than Gold (MTG) staff, partners and 
volunteers, City in Focus helped guide the development of its 
presence over the last 6 years and throughout the Games. MTG 
organized and facilitated an unprecedented collaboration of 15 
denominations (representing over 1100 churches) and 37 
partnering agencies during the 2010 Olympics and Paralympics, 
mobilizing over 4000 volunteers.   
 
Overall, MTG exceeded the established objectives and were 
favored with positive media coverage. The beverage service 
served more than 750,000 beverages.  This generous service 
opened the door to engaging people in one-on-one 
conversations that count. City officials, the police, and Premier 
Campbell all gave us commendations for ótaking an edgeô off 
the crowds and contributing positively to the atmosphere, along 
with positive comments from VANOC volunteers. Sports 
initiatives had significant impact that is continuing daily today. 
With the tragic death on the first day of the Games, immediately 
the service of the Chaplains was intensified. The artists that 
gathered to minister were unbelievably stellar at their art and a 
refreshed movement of Christian artists has begun. The warm 
weather enabled the Festivals to be an even bigger hit in local 
communities. The Radical Hostesses in the DTES gained 
enormous press and impact as they served as ambassadors for 
their community, and modeled a new kind of positive tactic.  
John Furlong said that it was like there was a ómagical dust 
sprinkled over the cityò.  We know it was the massive prayer 
coverage (24/7 at Keats Camp, YWAM prayer teams etc).  
 
People who have been involved in previous MTG Olympic 
outreaches said there was a peace over this one as no other.  
The real stories are the thousands of individual divine 
appointments that God set up as His church was mobilized in 
the public square to serve His purposes together in beautiful 
diversity with harmony and joy.  Lives are changed forever.  
 
Games-related operations and debriefing wrapped up in June; 
now we are turning our attention to the future of our network. A 
newly formed Legacy Committee is overseeing a 12-month 
transition period in which weôll morph into a support base for 
local networks to grow and express the radical hospitality of 
Christ at neighbourhood, municipal, and regional levels. More 
details will be released in the Fall, but you can expect  

¶ an expanded internet platform for communication and 
coordination 

¶ regular celebration and worship events 

¶ more service and training opportunities 

¶ to facilitate a process to discern concrete long-term 
objectives and organizational structure for our network. 

To God alone be the glory! 
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Get Connected! 

Mailing List | Twitter: @CityInFocus | Facebook: City In Focus  

 

 

City in Focusô 4 Branches 

 

City in Focus General 

¶ The first Alpha in the Workplace and original training manual for the program was pioneered by City in Focus 

 

¶ City in Focus helped nurture More than Gold since 2004, then named Vancouver Whistler Games Network, before 

any MTG staff were hired. 

 

¶ More than Goldôs outreach involved over 6,000 volunteers from across the Lower Mainland, Canada and the World 

 

¶ $250,000 is given to various non-profit organizations, each year, through the Samaritan Fund 

 

City in Focus Support 

 

¶ City in Focus is supported by 120 donors ï We hope to grow in our number of financial supporters to 200 by 2011 

 

¶ In order to continue the viability of City in Focus we initiated our very first fundraising campaign last year 

 

¶ Monthly giving is the easiest way to start ï a $50 donation every month adds up to $600 for the year. 

 

¶ You can give not only by cheque, but through our Website, Visa, MasterCard, American Express, or Direct Deposit 

 

 

Chaplaincy
�{Counselling
�{Small Groups
�{Connecting people to 
local churches

Philanthropy
�{Samaritan Fund
�{Major Donor Advice
�{Connecting Non-Profit 
Organizations within 
Metro Vancouver

Events
�{BC Leadership Prayer 
Breakfast

�{BC Student Forum
�{BC Weekend
�{Vancouver Lunch
�{Monthly Breakfasts
�{Wallet Open Golf 
Tournament

�{(And More)

Leadership 
Development

�{Training Seminars
�{Mentorship

Did You Know? 


